
Gary McJunkin
October 12, 1931 - March 28, 2021

Gary McJunkin, of North Charleston died on March 28, 2021. The funeral and
burial services were private. There will be a memorial service at a later date. 

 Mr. McJunkin was born in Greenville, SC on October 12, 1931. He was the
son of the late Ruth Tankersley McJunkin and James E. McJunkin. His wife of
37 years, Dot McJunkin, proceeded him in death in 2004. His surviving family
includes three children, Steve Kennedy, Cindy Kennedy, and Danny McJunkin
(Angela), grandchildren Michael Smith (Lori), Amy Smith, Stephanie Spencer
(Justin) and Daniel McJunkin, great grandchildren McKinlee Smith and
Aubree Spencer, sister Bebe Cauthen (Sidney), and sister-in-law Faye Hiers.
There are two special friends who were part of his family and considered as
sons, Gene Booth (Hazel) and Keith Summey (Debbie). 

 Mr. McJunkin served 2 years in the Army, spending a year in Korea 1951-
1952. When he returned home to North Charleston, he became involved with
the programs of the Cooper River Parks and Playground Commission. He was
appointed Director of the Commission in 1967 following the death of Danny
Jones. He served as the Director until his retirement in 1994. During this time,
he was involved in many community and state activities in recreation and
public service. He served as an officer of the South Carolina Recreation and
Park Society for 25 years, Commissioner of the Palmetto Boys Baseball,
South Carolina State Director of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, National
Board of Directors of Dixie Youth Baseball, Commissioner of Dixie Youth
Baseball, was selected as a life member of the National Board of Directors of



Dixie Youth Baseball in 2013 and inducted into the Dixie Youth Baseball Hall
of Fame in 2016. He was awarded the Order of the Palmetto by Governor Jim
Hodges. He was elected as a member of the Charleston Baseball Hall of
Fame and received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Charleston Sports
Council. He was inducted into the South Carolina Recreation and Park
Association Hall of Fame. 

 In addition to his love of his family and serving people in recreation programs,
Mr. McJunkin loved God and serving people sharing the love of Christ. He
served as Pastor and Interim Pastor for 27 years in several churches in the
Charleston area. He expressed to someone that “in looking back over the
years as a Recreation Director or a Pastor, you find you are basically in the
same role. You are working with and affecting the lives of people. Many times
these people are hurting or have a need. We all have been given gifts by God.
We have the responsibility to use that gift to reach out to other people and
show them the love of God and how He can make their life better. That can
come through the Church, on the field, in the pool or on the court. Where you
find people, you find an opportunity and where there is an opportunity you can
find God there. I have been blessed with wonderful people in my life, both in
recreation and in the churches. I am so thankful for my wife, family, children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. There have been many wonderful
volunteers, I could never count all of them. I am appreciative of the honors I
have received. You can look at all of these things and say they are nice, great
or wonderful and they could all be in that category. But none of these, with all
of their love, kindness and support can exceed Jesus. Jesus came, lived and
died for me. All that I may have given or received by my friends and wonderful
family does not exceed His gift to me. It has been great to give back to
others.” 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Homestead Hospice, 133 East
1st North #9, Summerville, SC 29483. The family would like to thank them for
their caring and devotion during his final weeks. 

 



A memorial message may be written to the family by visiting our website at w
ww.jamesadyal.com. 

 

ARRANGEMENTS BY JAMES A. DYAL FUNERAL HOME, 303 SOUTH
MAIN STREET, SUMMERVILLE, SC 29483 (843)873-4040.
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Gary McJunkin

Don C Gibson - April 23, 2021 at 12:37 PM

I always felt I had a genuine friendship with Gary. He was a role
model for fathers trying to raise children and God blessed me by
allowing me to call him a Brother in Christ. 

 There is no doubt a multitude of people who loved Gary and know
for sure he is with the Lord. Gary save me a seat at the table in
heaven. 

  
With condolences 

 Don C. Gibson

Jimmy - April 04, 2021 at 01:06 PM

Retired Pastor Gary, was a friend. He was a voice of authority
kindness and humor in our SOAP group Bible Study. His memory
lives on. Thank you Jesus for knowing him as yours. Bless his
family and friends. Jimmy Busse
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Winnie Wiggins - April 02, 2021 at 08:22 PM

I'm writing this on behalf of my husband
Charlie Wiggins. Charlie's developed
dementia and he's currently in the VA Medical
Center in Charleston. I know he'd appreciate
my saying how saddened we are to hear of
your loss. Mr. Gary sounded like he was an amazing man who had
a strong love of everyone. What a wonderful legacy he left for each
of you.

Glen Wagner - April 01, 2021 at 10:01 PM

Mr. Mac was a gentleman and scholar. Met Mr. Mac in 1987 as I
started my career in Recreation. When he decided to retire from
DYB National Board he asked if I would be interested as his
replacement. What large shoes to fill. Again a great man and
wonderful friend. Prayers to his family.

Johnny Cribb - April 01, 2021 at 08:18 PM

I grew up on the Cooper River Parks and Playground and played on
Gary McJunkin field. Me and thousands of kids were positively
impacted by this great man. He was a giant in Parks and Recreation
and more than anything loved the Lord.
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Todd Olds - April 02, 2021 at 07:44 AM

Sincere condolences to family. Mr. Mac a true man of God and a
mentor to the community. He never hesitated to share his wisdom and
guidance. His steadfast regard for God and people will always be
remembered.
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Mike Rowe - April 02, 2021 at 07:18 PM

I started at a very young age in the Cooper River sports programs in
baseball,basketball and football. Mr. Mac helped form my life. God
bless.

RW
Rick Weatherford - April 04, 2021 at 11:24 AM

What a great man and mentor Mr. Mac will always be.
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Chip Campsen - April 06, 2021 at 04:42 PM

I first met Gary as a Citadel Cadet. He was a faithful leader and mentor
for our Citadel Fellowship of Christian Athletes group. Gary was always
there for us as college students. Later in life he was a faithful supporter
of members of the Charleston County Legislative Delegation.

  
Gary was one of the finest men I've ever known. He had a servant's
heart, a love for people and a commitment to his Savior. Though he is
in glory now, he will be sorely missed by those left behind. 

  
Senator Chip Campsen, Chairman

 Charleston County Legislative Delegation


